
Generation invites us 
to consider the unique 
perspective of a group of 
designer-makers who are 
custodians of a familial 
tradition of making and 
creativity, continuing 
and/or reinventing the 
work begun by previous 
generations of their family. 
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Foreword

Throughout history, recognised skill and expertise within 
an art discipline was of pivotal importance, in painting, 
print or sculpture the craft of the medium was honed 
before artistic voice was exercised. During the 20th century 
this requirement of high competence was superseded by 
conceptual frameworks, drawing new lines around what was 
considered high art. Responding to this and broader shifts 
in visual arts practice, art colleges transferred emphasis 
toward conceptualisation, resulting in a reduced focus on 
developing a solid basis of skills. There is poignancy in this 
gradual loss of material knowledge which was built up over 
millennia and has shaped human creative expression. 

Susan Holland
Curator, National Design  
& Craft Gallery

While conceptual craft may address similar themes and creative 
explorations as visual arts, it maintains a core value in the importance of skill, 
of thinking and expressing through making. The precise and exacting work of 
a maker reflects years of practiced technique, learned from a deep repository 
of material knowledge – developed over centuries of testing a medium to its 
limits. In a time where we are beginning to realise that many long-held skills 
have become endangered or even extinct, we are reminded of our responsibility 
to future generations to hold-in-trust techniques and material knowledge as a 
resource for future creativity and expression.

In increasingly rare instances, this deep understanding of craft is 
passed down within a familial tradition. With early exposure to making, a child 
absorbs an understanding of processes, tools, aesthetics and form into their 
subconscious. For some this generates a life-long appreciation for the handmade, 
for others it also spurs a creative impetus of investigation and deep curiosity 
which embeds itself in the consciousness, becoming a life-long career path. 
For any generation progression and innovation are drivers of change: a new tool 
which is faster or more accurate, a new use for an old technique, an aesthetic 
development which marks out the creativity of the maker. This exhibition 
celebrates the entwining of three precious threads; the handing down of material 
skills, the inheritance of a creative and curious philosophy, together with the 
desire to re-invent and find a fresh voice through an artistic medium. 

National Design & Craft Gallery seeks to open conversations about 
the importance of making now, by representing the most skilled practitioners who 
are forging their own language and creating work that speaks of concerns within 
our contemporary world. Each of the represented makers exemplifies a dedication 
to their craft, pushing the boundaries of their medium and a desire to contribute 
new ideas and forms to the world around them.


