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The Nordic Effect
Two contemporary Scandinavian exhibitions in Ireland
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National Craft Gallery, Kilkenny, 27 March – 17 May 2013
Official Exhibition Opening: Friday 5 April 2013
“We’re having a real Scandinavian moment: Nordic thrillers piling up on the bestseller list and on TV. The Scream, by Norway’s Edvard Munch, fetching $120 million.
H&M colonizing Western malls, alongside Ikea.” – Vanity Fair, August 2012
2013 marks the 50th anniversary of the establishment of the iconic Kilkenny Design
Workshops (KDW), the visionary agency that emerged in response to the1961
Scandinavian Report on Irish design.
As part of its 2013 programme exploring the legacy of Kilkenny Design Workshops in
the 21st Century, the National Craft Gallery is pleased to present two contemporary
Nordic exhibitions from Norway and Finland, in association with the Norwegian
Embassy in Ireland and the Finnish Embassy in Ireland. The exhibitions, with an
accompanying seminar, offer an opportunity to explore contemporary Nordic craft
and design - and our fascination with the Scandinavian aesthetic - at close quarters.
Paradigm
An exhibition of contemporary Norwegian craft.
Curated by Lars Sture for the Norwegian Association of Arts and Crafts
The artists in this exhibition cross a range of disciplines and generations, but are
linked by their abilities to combine craft traditions with new concepts, synthesising

tradition with innovation. Paradigm offers an opportunity to explore the thinking
processes of the makers involved, and a wider introduction to contemporary
Norwegian craft.
Presented in collaboration with the Norwegian Embassy in Ireland.
Views on Clay
A taste of contemporary Finnish design by Design Migration 10+.
This exhibition was shown in the Design Museum Helsinki in 2012 as part of the
Helsinki World Design Capital Program. The concept involved gathering a group of
designers and inviting them to work with clay in whatever way they chose. For some,
this was an opportunity for creative expression, for others it was a chance to
investigate their design process in a new medium.
Presented in collaboration with the Finnish Embassy in Ireland.
A curators talk at 6pm on Friday 5th April will be followed by the official opening at
7pm.
After the official opening, at 9pm curator and DJ Suvi Saloniemi will present “Nordic
Grooves” at Billy Byrnes Bar, John St, Kilkenny and a Nordic menu will be on offer at
The Bula Bus.
The exhibitions will be complemented by 'The Nordic Effect; Crafting Success', a
seminar on Friday 5th April, investigating our fascination with Scandinavian and
Nordic design. There will be discussions about the principles and attributes that
determine its continued success from designers, makers and consultants, discussing
strategies that could help strengthen and develop Irish practices. Speakers include
Gearóid Muldowney Irish Designer & Director of Superfolk; Liz Nilsson Irish
Designer & Maker; Suvi Saloniemi DJ & Curator of Design Museum, Helsinki;
Tanya Silipä Designer and Member of Design Migration, Helsinki, Norway, Lars
Sture Curator and Dr Jorunn Veiteberg Chair of Norwegian Crafts, Oslo.

Exhibition Events:
THE NORDIC EFFECT: Crafting Success
Fri 5 April, The Parade Tower, Kilkenny Castle
Registration 11am, seminar 11.30am – 4.30pm
Registration: events@nationalcraftgallery.ie or 056 7796151
FAMILY DAY Tin-Can Treasures
Sat 13 April 10.30am and 12pm
Tin-Can Treasures with Carrie Lynam is a workshop inspired by the metal objects in
Paradigm. 5-12 years but families are welcome to join in.
LATE DATE Hand to the Wheel
Thurs 25 April 6.30pm
Have you ever wanted to have a go on a pottery wheel? Join us for an informal
beginner’s evening of clay experimentation, with a glass of wine.

FAMILY DAY Clay Creations
Sat 11 May 10.30am and 12pm
Join ceramist Ciara O'Sullivan for a fun clay workshop inspired by our exhibition from
Finland Views on Clay. 5 - 12 years but families are welcome to join in.
Gallery Tours
Crafternoon Tour at National Craft Gallery, Kilkenny, Saturdays @ 3pm - booking
required.
Ends
For more media information about the National Craft Gallery and The Nordic Effect
please contact Christine Monk on 087 675 5329 or christinemonk@eircom.net
For more media information about the Crafts Council of Ireland, please contact
Catherine Phibbs on 056 779 6141 or catherine@ccoi.ie
Notes for editors
1. About the National Craft Gallery:
• We are Ireland’s leading centre for contemporary craft and design.
• We play a critical role in building understanding of craft and material culture.
• We exhibit Irish and international designers, artists and makers who push
boundaries in their engagement with the making process. We inspire
appreciation, creativity and innovation through our exhibition and education
programme, and along with our touring programme we reach an audience of
over 100,000 people annually.
For further information, please visit www.nationalcraftgallery.ie
2. About the Crafts Council of Ireland:
The Crafts Council of Ireland (CCoI), which is headquartered in Kilkenny, is the main
champion of the craft industry in Ireland, fostering its growth and commercial
strength, communicating its unique identity and stimulating quality design, innovation
and competitiveness. CCoI's activities are funded by the Department of Jobs,
Enterprise and Innovation via Enterprise Ireland. CCoI currently has over 75 member
organisations and over 2,700 registered clients. For further information, please visit
www.ccoi.ie

